


Department Convention

ur 2015 convention was certainly a good time! We hope

that if you missed out, you'll be able to come out to cur

2016 Convention in Anaheim! The more, the merrier! A
special thanks to our Sr. Vice Commander, J.R. Wilson for sering
as convention chair and helping make this successful conventon
reality.

Reno’s Peppermill Resort and Casino provided an ideal ant
affordable venue for our 2015 convention. The attendance wa 4¥g
fantastic, the vibe was upbeat, and the feedback from our r en
bers and attendees was positive. We here at the DAV Depar
ment of California strive for constant improvement, and this v/as
a part of that effort.

For our Joint Opening Session, we were thrilled to have
a great group of special guests out to join us. Vice Mayo 0O
Reno, Oscar Delgado, acting Secretary of California’s Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs, Debbie Endsley, Deputy Secretary’ o
Communications and Public Affairs at California Department of
Veterans Affairs, Paul Sullivan, Senator, Dean Heller’s Militery
& Veterans Rep., DAV Department of Nevada’'s Commancer,
Katherine Baran, Glenna Smith, Associate Director of the Sicrdidome Depot Foundation for all the work they’ve done in help-
Nevada VA Health Care System, Lisa Howard, and the Veteing injured and ill veterans in California obtain much-needed

DQV 6HUYLFH &HQWHU 0DQDJHU RI Whikrhe epa@sRE@Sars Bratt, RoQizidg ar Auistanding Member

Rashetta D. Smith all came out to address our attendees. Ahuggd WKH 'HSDUWPHQW RI 9% OHWHUDQV %
thanks also, to our DAV national guest, National Judge AdvoMarc Berner for being an outstanding member of the Depart-
cate, Michael Dobmeier, and DAV Auxiliary’s national guest,ment of VA Veterans Health Administration. A big thanks to all
Past National Commander, Paula K. Raymond, for spendinc tlod these individuals for all their hard work to better the lives of
duration of the convention with us and for swearing in all of ouinjured and ill veterans in California! Our organization would
QHZ RIAFHUYV never be able to do what we do without passionate and caring
We also had the privilege of recognizing a lot of excellericpeople like yourselves!
within our department and the VA in California at this yea’s  Congratulations to our Lakewood Chapter #119, Bruce
convention. Starlyn Lara was our Veteran of the Year, keatterson Chapter #68, and Fremont-Newark Chapter #77 on
Wingett, PSC, was our Volunteer of the Year, and TraxsDFKLHYLQJ A IW\ \HDUV FKDUWHUHG WK
portation Coordinator, Blas Barragan, was Employedo our membership awardees. Thomas Durbin Chapter #70 took
of the Year. We are very proud of all of our DAV home both the Harry G. Wentworth award for largest percentage
members and employees in California, and thesgain of members, and the award for the largest numerical gain in
special folks stood out among a group of ex-life members for chapters with 1,001 to 2,000 members. Marys-
cellent individuals. We also honored tre ville Chapter #9 took home the award for the largest numeri-
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AV took over the mile
high city this year! As
always, it was an in-
formative and enjoyable oc-
We were privileged
to be joined by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, Robert
McDonald, who filled us in on
several things effecting veterans on a national lev-
el. He spoke both at the Joint Opening Ceremony
as well as at the Service and Legislative Seminar
where he was joined by the Chairman of the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, Jeff Miller. Attend-
ees heard Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band at Fun
Night, and as always, there was a wealth of semi-
nars with helpful information on a very wide range
of topics. National convention is a great time to see
the big picture for disabled veterans in our country.
It’'s an opportunity to connect with other departments,
to hear about the state of the VA on a national level, to
learn from the wisdom national has gained, and to just
all-around be a better informed chapter member, vet-
eran or family member of veteran.
This year was an especially exciting one for Califor-

casion.

cal gain in life members for chapters with 50 to 300 members,
Ray Clark Chapter #35 had the highest numerical gain for chap-
ters with 301 to 1,000 members, and Dick Cosgriff Chapter #2
took home the award for the largest numerical gain for chapters
with 2,000 or more members. The San Diego NSO office won
for being the NSO office to recruit the most life members, and
Leigh Polzin recruited the most new life members of our DSOs.
Thanks for all of your hard work. You all keep our organization
growing and thriving.

We had a productive convention as well, attending to our
usual business with the State Executive Committee, Finance
Committee, and Claims & Service Committee. At our State Ex-
ecutive Committee, we introduced our new membership recruit-
ment incentive, our Commander’s Club coin. Congratulations to
all of our chapter commanders and chapters who reached their
goal this year! Also, our convention committees, which, last year
we downsized from thirteen to seven, held very well-attended
and useful sessions.

Amongst other highlights of the convention was our “Heal-
ing the Veteran: A PTSD Seminar”, led by Nathan Graeser and

nia. We had the opportunity to hold a
reception for our fellow attendees, and
in support of our very own Past State
Commander, Delphine Metcalf-Foster,
as she ran for higher office. We are
happy to say that she was elected to
the position of National First Jr. Vice
Commander. Many of us here in Cali-
fornia know Ms. Metcalf-Foster, and
to know her is to be familiar with her
charisma and fantastic leadership skills.
We know that our national organization is in good hands
with someone like her in a position of leadership. She
has our full support, and we are proud of her!

Serious about the DAV and helping your fellow vet-
erans? | would encourage you to consider attending the
2016 National Convention in Atlanta.

Darin Farr, our Chapter Leadership Forum, which covered ser-
vice, social media, and mentorship, and, of course, our Wild West
Fun Night, complete with a photo booth and karaoke. It really
did live up to its title of “Fun Night”.

The time came for our elections. We recognized our PSC,
Richard Valdez, for his continued hard work. Our Commander,
Ed Vandiver gave a moving final report. Our elections brought
Guy Anastasia into the position of Jr. Vice Commander, J.R. Wil-
son into the position of Sr. Vice Commander, and James Torres as
Commander. We feel confident in the abilities of this year’s line.
These officers are all passionate, hard-working, intelligent, and
strong representatives of our organization. Congratulations to
these gentlemen. We are excited to work with them throughout
this upcoming year!

Our convention closed out with great food and com-
pany at the Commander’s Reception.

Thank you to all our guests, our attendees, our
awardees, our committee chairs and advisors
for making our 2015 convention in Reno
a success!
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It’s great to have Lisa’s friendly voice
be the first voice most hear when
calling or visiting headquarters.

Being a veteran herself, she
Rec'e”ptij(;‘r']‘i’;t,zgl‘;’ Bﬂifgq;aar:g; exemplifies our organization’s mission

working for the DAV. she was ~ Of Veterans helping veterans.
drawn to the idea of giving back
to the community, and helping
her fellow veterans.

EMPLODYEE
SPOTLIGHT

-Adjutant/CEQ, Daniel Contreras

Lisa Booth

DAV Department of California

Lisa brings an energy and enthusiasm to the reception position, as well as the respect,
discipline, and motivation she learned during her time in the service. She assists callers and
visitors, helps keep the headquarters office running smoothly and efficiently, and does it
with an upbeat attitude.

When asked what she likes about her job so far, Lisa answered that, although she feels
her role is small, she finds the job fulfilling. She feels good helping, and knows that every
small thing she does for injured and ill veterans in California adds up to make a big difference.
She looks forward to the future with the organization. She has already learned so much, and
is excited to know more and make a bigger difference as time goes on. We are happy to have
someone like Lisa Booth on our team!

UNAUDITED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS

Cash

Due from Auxiliary
Deposit

Prepaid Expenses
Long-Term Investment

Property & Equipment

June 30, 2015

2015
$851,572
1,508
5,000

3,900,524
282,071

2014
$191,549
1,564

VASYAS
4,207,128
288,079
$4,695,843

TOTAL ASSETS $5,040,675

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable

52,591

48,291

TOTAL LIABILITIES 52,591

NET ASSSETS
Unrestricted

Undesignated

Temporarily restricted

4,988,156

48,291

4,647,552

4,647,552

TOTAL NET ASSETS 4,988,156

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

14 DAV Winter 2015

$5,040,675

$4,695,843




« Department Service Offices & Transportation Coordinators =

A. SAN FRANCISCO VA MEDICAL

CENTER
4150 Clement St. Bldg. 2, Room 161A
San Francisco, CA 94121
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Marilyn Nosaka- Transpo. Coordinator
(415) 221-4810 Ext. 5612

B. MATHER VA MEDICAL CENTER

10535 Hospital Way

Mather, CA 95655

Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Ron Juliana-Dept. Service Officer
Bldg. 650, Room 1BO70

(916) 843-7002

Pam Goto- Transpo. Coordinator
Bldg. 650, Room 1B052

(916) 843-7001

C. FRESNO VA MEDICAL CENTER

2615 E. Clinton Room E-108A

Fresno, CA 93703

Hours: 8:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Jeffrey Brager- Dept. Service Officer
(559) 241-6418

Mae Stinson- Dept. Service Officer
(559) 241-6401

Susan Bertolani- Transpo Coordinator
Room W110

(559) 241-6424

D. SEPULVEDA VA OUTPATIENT
CLINIC
16111 Plummer
Sepulveda, CA 91343
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Leigh Polzin- Dept. Service Officer
Bldg. 22, Room 213
(818) 891-7711 Ext. 7916
Marie Pounds- Transpo. Coordinator
Bldg. 22, Room 215
(818) 895-9408

E. LOS ANGELES VA OUTPATIENT

CLINIC
351 E. Temple St. Bldg. B-306
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Audie Reyno- Dept. Service Officer
(213) 253-2677 Ext. 4604

F. LOMA LINDA VA MEDICAL
CENTER
11201 Benton St. Room IF-41
Loma Linda, CA 92357
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Eric Porche’- Dept. Service Officer
(909) 583-6016
Steven Salazar- Transpo. Coordinator
(909) 583-6014

G. WEST LA VA MEDICAL CENTER

11301 Wilshire Blvd.

Bldg. 500, Room 1613

West Los Angeles, CA 90073
Hours: 5:00 AM-2:00 PM Mon.-Fri.

Blas Barragan, Sr.- Transpo. Coordinator

(310) 268-3344

H. LONG BEACH VA MEDICAL
CENTER
5901 E. 7th St.
Long Beach, CA 90822
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Joe Palmares- Dept. Service Officer
(562) 826-571
Liza Thornton- Transpo. Coordinator
(562) 826-5796

I. VA ESCONDIDO CLINIC
230 E. Park Ave.
Escondido, CA 92025
Hours: 8:30 AM-3:30 PM Mon.-Fri.
Anthony Ramos- Dept. Service Officer
(760) 741-1746

J. SAN DEIGO MCAS MIRAMAR
MCAS Miramar, PO Box 452005
Area 5, MCCS Bldg. 5305,

“The Hub” Miramar Way Room 120
San Diego, CA 92145

Hours: 7:30 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Bruce Hillman- Dept. Service Officer
(Fridays Only)

Tomoko Ferguson- Dept. Support
(Monday-Friday)

(858) 689-9637

K. LA JOLLA VA MEDICAL CENTER
3350 La Jolla Village Dr.
San Diego, CA 92161
Hours: 8:15 AM-3:30 PM Mon.-Fri.
Richard Randolph- Dept. Service Officer
Room 1598
David Strobehn/Nancy Casey- Transpo. Coordina-
tor
Room 1592
(858) 552-7470

L. SPRING VALLEY - DAV INDUSTRIES
1049 Elkelton Blvd.
Spring Valley, CA 91977
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Thurs.
Bruce Hillman- Dept. Service Officer
(619) 337-9257

A
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Establlshed (921

13733 E. Rosecrans Ave. * Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 « (562) 404-1266
“FULFILLING OUR PROMISES TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED.”

DONATE!

DONATE YOUR CLOTHING OR
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA: HOUSEHOLD GOODS TO ONE
P U B OF THESE THRIFT STORES
B TODAY AND SUPPORT DAV'S
* OACHARTIES CON STATEWIDE REHABILITATION
PROGRAMS!
POMONA AREA:
* CALL: 600-236-8367
VONATEDAV. R0 DAVCAL.ORG /DONATE
AN DIEGO AREA:

Y CALL: B00-894-2456
DAVVETERANSTHRIFTSTORES COM
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