




R O N  V O G E L  A N N O U N C E S . . .

Employee Spotlight
Thanks to our Spring 2016 Employee Spotlight, Transportation Coordinator, 

Pam Goto, our transportation efforts in Mather are of the highest qual-
ity.  Ms. Goto’s sister served in the army for 20 years, and became a 

DAV member.  This contributed to Pam’s interest in serving veterans.  
She fi rst heard about the open position from the previous Transportation 

Coordinator in Mather.  
She enjoys the opportunity to make a difference in the Mather community, and to 

help veterans with their transportation needs.  She tries her best to pick up as many 
veterans as she can with Mather’s two transportation vans.  Ms. Goto is a very hard 
worker, extremely detailed-oriented, and organized.  These attributes make her 
perfectly suited to her role.  

Pam Goto has high hopes for the future and would love to see Mather’s trans-
portation program grow and fl ourish under her leadership.  She would like to see 
the eventual addition of a third van, and an expansion of DAV’s service area in the 
community surrounding Mather.  She truly has a passion for helping as many veter-
ans as possible.

Thanks for the last six years of great work, Pam!  We look forward to many more!
Interested in helping our wonderful transportation coordinators bring injured 

and ill veterans to VA appointments?  Volunteer!  Find out more or fi nd your nearest 
transportation coordinator on our website at davcal.org.
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R onald Vogel, of Bakersfi eld, California served in the US Navy aboard the 

USS Fresno LST 1182 from May 19, 1969 to May 16, 1973.  

He has been a member of DAV Bakersfi eld Chapter #20 for 22 years, 

and has served the chapter as Jr. Vice Commander, Sr. Vice Commander, and 

Commander.  He currently acts as the Adjutant/Treasurer.

He has also served the DAV on the department level as the Sergeant At 

Arms, and has done a great job as SEC for District #8. 

After Mr. Vogel left the service, he took on the venture of owning and 

operating a small upholstery business, which he ran for 38 years, until he retired 

and closed the business in December of 2015.  He has also been married to his 

wife Sheila for 33 years and has three adult children.

During his time as a DAV member, he has strived to promote the 

organization to the men and women that serve this country.  Mr. Vogel believes 

that DAV is the best Veteran Service Organization in the country, and, as such, is motivated to let veterans know that 

we are dedicated to helping them obtain their medical benefi ts and meet their families’ needs.  As a nominee for 

department line offi cer, he is excited for the opportunity to raise even greater awareness.

...his Candidacy for 
Junior Vice Commander!
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T
he California Department of 

Veterans Affairs (CalVet) is 

pleased to announce great 

progress on construction 

of our new California Central Coast 

Veterans Cemetery (CCCVC) in Seaside, 

and expects to begin interments in fall 

2016. 

The CCCVC is being developed in phases on a 78-

acre property located on the former Fort Ord Army Base. 

In March 2015, representatives from the Fort Ord Reuse 

Authority, the County of Monterey, the City of Seaside, 

the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, CalVet, and the 

California Department of General Services, as well as 

active and former legislative leaders, broke ground for 

the project.

“We are nearing the opening of our Veterans Cemetery 

after two decades of diligent collaborative effort by 

Veterans and family members,” said Keith Boylan, CalVet 

Deputy Secretary, Veterans Services. “We are proud to 

continue honoring our Veterans from the Central Coast by 

providing them with an eternal resting place near home 

while also memorializing the Monterey area’s rich military 

history and tradition.”

Phase I of the CCCVC development process includes 

construction of an administration building, a maintenance 

building and maintenance yard, an assembly area, 

committal service shelter, columbaria with 5,000 burial 

sites, landscaping, a memorial walkway, and infrastructure 

to support future phases. This work is well underway and 

is expected to be completed by September 2016. The 

cost for Phase I of the project is $9.4 million, including 

$6.8 million in funding from the federal government, $2 

million from the State of California, and $615,000 in local 

donations. 

The Cemetery layout has been developed to include 

fl exibility through sequential phases which allows the 

Cemetery to be completed on an as-needed basis 

determined by the burial demands anticipated over the 

next 100 years.   

Eligibility for burial at CCCVC is based on military 

service and is consistent with eligibility for interment 

or burial at a National Veterans Cemetery operated 

by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Currently, 

burial benefi ts include a columbarium niche, opening 

and closing of the niche, a niche cover, a burial fl ag, a 

Presidential Memorial Certifi cate, and perpetual care of 

the vault. There is no charge for burial or interment of an 

eligible Veteran. A fee applies to burial of the spouse or 

dependent children of an eligible Veteran. 

Families who want to determine eligibility for Veterans 

and their dependents may complete the Eligibility 

Determination Form at: www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/

Pages/State-Veterans-Cemeteries.aspx or contact the 

Monterey County Military Veterans Affairs Offi ce at:

Monterey County Military & Veterans Affairs Offi ce

1200 Aguajito Road, Suite 003

Monterey, CA 93940

831-647-7613

CCCVC will be the third California Veterans Cemetery, 

joining our Northern California Veterans Cemetery in Igo, 

and our Yountville Veterans Cemetery exclusively serving 

the Yountville Veterans Home, near Napa. A fourth Veterans 

Cemetery in Southern California is in the planning stage. 

In addition, there are nine National Veterans Cemeteries 

in California, fi ve of which are currently open for burials. 

Editor’s Note: This article was submitted by June 

Iljana, Information Offi cer with the California 

Department of Veterans Affairs.  We here at the DAV 

Dept. of California would like to extend a special 

thanks to all of our DAV members who played a role 

in this important project!

California Central Coast 
Veterans Cemetery to Open Fall 2016



A. SAN FRANCISCO VA MEDICAL 
CENTER

4150 Clement St. Bldg. 2, Room 161A
San Francisco, CA 94121
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Vacant- Transpo. Coordinator
(415) 221-4810 Ext. 5612

B. MATHER VA MEDICAL CENTER
10535 Hospital Way
Mather, CA 95655
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
James Wright-Dept. Service Officer
Bldg. 650, Room 1B070
(916) 843-7002
Pam Goto- Transpo. Coordinator
Bldg. 650, Room 1B052
(916) 843-7001

C. FRESNO VA MEDICAL CENTER
2615 E. Clinton Room E-108A
Fresno, CA 93703
Hours: 8:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Mario Flores- Dept. Service Officer Supervisor
(559) 241-6418
Cristina Vaxter- Dept. Service Officer
(559) 241-6401
Susan Bertolani- Transpo Coordinator
Room W110
(559) 241-6424

D. SEPULVEDA VA OUTPATIENT 
CLINIC

16111 Plummer 
Sepulveda, CA 91343
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Leigh Polzin- Dept. Service Officer
Bldg. 22, Room 213
(818) 891-7711 Ext. 36176
Marie Pounds- Transpo. Coordinator
Bldg. 22, Room 215
(818) 895-9408

E. LOS ANGELES VA OUTPATIENT 
CLINIC

351 E. Temple St. Bldg. B-306
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Audie Reyno- Dept. Service Officer
(213) 253-2677 Ext. 4604

F. LOMA LINDA VA MEDICAL 
CENTER

11201 Benton St. Room IF-41
Loma Linda, CA 92357
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Eric Porche’- Dept. Service Officer
(909) 583-6016
Steven Salazar- Transpo. Coordinator
(909) 583-6014 

G. WEST LA VA MEDICAL CENTER
11301 Wilshire Blvd.
Bldg. 500, Room 1613
West Los Angeles, CA 90073
Hours: 5:00 AM-2:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Blas Barragán, Sr.- Transpo. Coordinator
(310) 268-3344

K. LA JOLLA VA MEDICAL CENTER
3350 La Jolla Village Dr.
San Diego, CA 92161
Hours: 8:15 AM-3:30 PM Mon.-Fri.
Richard Randolph- Dept. Service Officer
Room 1598
David Strobehn/Nancy Casey- Transpo. Coordina-
tor
Room 1592
(858) 552-7470

L. SPRING VALLEY - DAV INDUSTRIES
1049 Elkelton Blvd.
Spring Valley, CA 91977
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Thurs.
Bruce Hillman- Dept. Service Officer
(619) 337-9257
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Mario Flores- Dept. Service Officer Supervisor

H. LONG BEACH VA MEDICAL 
CENTER

5901 E. 7th St.
Long Beach, CA 90822
Hours: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Joe Palmares- Dept. Service Officer
(562) 826-5711
Liza Thornton- Transpo. Coordinator
(562) 826-5796

I. VA ESCONDIDO CLINIC
230 E. Park Ave.
Escondido, CA 92025
Hours: 8:30 AM-3:30 PM Mon.-Fri.
Juan Gallardo- Dept. Service Officer
(760) 741-1746

J. SAN DIEGO MCAS MIRAMAR
MCAS Miramar, PO Box 452005
Area 5, MCCS Bldg. 5305,
“The Hub” Miramar Way Room 120
San Diego, CA 92145
Hours: 7:30 AM-3:00 PM Mon.-Fri.
Bruce Hillman- Dept. Service Officer
(Fridays Only)
Tomoko Ferguson- Dept. Support
(Monday-Friday)
(858) 689-9637



NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
CALL: 800-238-8387
DONATEDAV.ORG

SAN DIEGO AREA:
CALL: 800-894-2486
DAVVETERANSTHRIFTSTORES.COM

FRESNO AREA:
CALL: 559-237-0273
DAVCHARITIES.COM

POMONA AREA:
CALL: 800-238-8387
DONATEDAV.ORG

looking to donate household goods or clothing?

PUT YOUR ITEM DONATIONS TO GOOD USE!  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE THRIFT 
STORES SUPPORT DAV’S STATEWIDE 
REHABILITATION PROGRAMS!

DAVCAL.ORG/DONATE

NON-PROFIT
ORG.
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“FULFILLING OUR PROMISES TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED.”


